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After a grand entrance last
weekend, crucial details
emerge on Holden’s...

Billion dollar car
By TERRY MARTIN
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VE PRICING:
Omega
Omega launch edition
Omega (with air-con)
Berlina V6
Berlina V8
SV6 (6-spd man)
SV6 (5-spd auto)
SS (6-spd man)
SS (6-spd auto)
SS V (6-spd man)
SS V (6-spd auto)
Calais V6
Calais V8
Calais V V6
Calais V V8

$34,490
$34,990
$36,490
$39,990
$44,990
$39,990
$40,990
$44,990
$46,990
$51,990
$53,990
$45,490
$50,490
$53,490
$58,490

BILLION-DOLLAR CAR. It makes a great
headline, but out from the artificial light which shone
so bright last weekend at the Melbourne Convention
Centre, where Holden unveiled its fourth-generation
VE Commodore with more than a little bit of razzledazzle, let’s put this all into perspective.
Last night, Holden revealed that pricing for the
VE Commodore would start from $36,490 (with air)
for the crucial baseline model now known as Omega,
which was deemed too plain to make an entrance
onto the catwalk but has since emerged in print.
All those dollars – which represent $470 million
in engineering, $550 million in investment and $190
million for the WM long-wheelbase derivative also
unveiled in Melbourne – could allow for ESP to be
fitted standard on this car, but not side airbags or
curtain airbags. These cost $2000 extra.
Full details are still to be released over the coming
weeks; however, the new VE is heavier than the
current car, will consume more fuel in most models,
and it will be surprising if it is not more expensive
to repair in low-speed crashes. Although sure to be
safer, the sedan will also not achieve five stars under
the Australian NCAP crash-test regime.
GoAuto can confirm that it will emulate the current
car in scoring four stars.
GoAuto can also reveal that an all-new Monaro
will be built, although it must wait behind other
bread-and-butter model derivatives such as a new
ute. While the new “Zeta” architecture is flexible
enough to build all manner of model derivatives,
there is no confirmation that a new-generation station
wagon will be built. The current VZ wagon and ute
will continue into 2007.
A dual-cab VE ute is not expected, and the
“Adventra adventure” – a stop-gap measure designed
to stem the flow of 4WD sales to Ford and other
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brands – is almost certain never to be repeated.
The mechanical highlight for the VE is a
sophisticated new suspension, which comprises a
four-and-a-half-link rear and double ball joint front
end which at long last removes all trace elements
from the original 1978 VB Commodore. Power has
increased on the V6 and V8 engines, but the former
sticks with a four-speed automatic transmission
on Omega and Berlina which some customers will
consider one or two ratios short of the mark.
Further, was Holden listening to customers when
it decided once again not to engineer a split-fold rear
seat? It has also made a full-size spare wheel optional
across the range.
To succeed, GMH must keep its production plant
at Elizabeth in South Australia full, and that means
churning out between 135,000 and 145,000 cars
a year. It does not intend to run a third shift at the
plant, and with large-car sales in decline in Australia
– and no certainty to be resurrected with this new car
– extra emphasis is being placed on securing new
export deals.
To this end, Holden will look to the US and Europe.
It will show a VE SS and a WM Caprice at the GM
Board of Directors Show in Detroit during August,
where export prospects (as a Pontiac, for example)
will be discussed with, and lasting impressions made
on, GM chief executive Rick Wagoner and global
product development boss Bob Lutz.
VE cars will also soon be put through their paces
at European proving grounds, with GM Europe chief
engineer and Opel managing director Hans Demant
among those to make an assessment.
On the following pages, come see the new VE.
The car considered the make-or-break vehicle for the
Aussie auto-manufacturing sector has arrived.
FULL PRICING, MODEL-BY-MODEL
FEATURES: CLICK HERE

Specialists in Automotive
Residual Value Research
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Monaro
coming

VE
M

ONARO

Simcoe conﬁrms VE
sedan will sire a coupe
By TERRY MARTIN

AN ALL-NEW Monaro is coming. Mike Simcoe,
the man who crafted Holden’s VE Commodore,
the VT-based Monaro – and who is now in charge
of exterior design for GM North America cars
– has uttered the words Australians have been
longing for: “It will come.”
Mr Simcoe has revealed to GoAuto that a
coupe version was “in the ofﬁng early on” in the
VE Commodore’s development and that building
a two-door version would now be a relatively
simple task. However, it will not be seen until
bread-and-butter model derivatives such as
utilities are built. The likely arrival date: 2008.
“Right now there is no Monaro that’s going
to appear next year or anything like that. There’s
too much else that this architecture has got in line
before we get to that. It’s not that we’re not doing
it – it will come eventually. There’s just a whole
bunch of other stuff that needs to earn money
ﬁrst,” he said.
“If the host car is good, then doing anything
else off it is much easier. The VT delivered the
Monaro – and the Monaro was only good because
the VT was good. It’s all within the bounds of
what the architecture will deliver. So you’ve got
the same sort of stuff here.”
While the next Monaro could be built in the
United States rather than Australia using the VE’s
new Holden-developed global Zeta architecture,
the coupe will not be a version of the Zeta-based
Chevrolet Camaro concept unveiled at the Detroit
motor show earlier this year.
The Camaro has been touted as a possible
successor for the Monaro-based Pontiac GTO. But
Mr Simcoe, who is responsible for the design of

Mike Simcoe
future Pontiac cars (as well as those from Buick,
Chevrolet, Cadillac and Saturn), was adamant
that, despite sharing a common platform, the two
vehicles did not have a common destiny. “The
Chev Camaro is not a Monaro,” he said.
GM Holden chairman and managing director
Denny Mooney also hosed down speculation
about the next Monaro being derived from the
Camaro: “I wouldn’t re-skin a Camaro – a Camaro
is a Camaro.”
Mr Simcoe said the Zeta architecture was
ﬂexible enough to allow Holden to build several
model variants, including a station wagon,
single-cab and dual-cab ute and four-wheel drive
passenger cars and wagons. Of these, only the
single-cab ute is a certainty to join the sedan and
coupe.
“There was a coupe in the ofﬁng early on (but)
there’s any number of alternatives being thought

about and being designed – and they have not
necessarily all come to fruition,” he said. “One
of the things that we were able to do because we
were designing from the ground up is the sort of
ﬂexibility we’re working into the plant in Adelaide
and the sort of thinking that generated things like
the Crewman, traditional utes and wagons and all
the rest of it.
“This architecture was designed in a modular
fashion so it is fairly easy to do – what we call
ﬂexible architecture. If it costs a lot to change,
you’re not going to do much change. It’s designed
to allow us to get more vehicles out of it. That’s
down to not necessarily sharing panels but sharing
the base architecture and positioning of wheels
and tyres and cowl and all that sort of stuff.”
VE Commodore to revive Pontiac:
CLICK HERE
VE safety – next page
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Four star car

VES

AFETY

VE Commodore will not
get five stars in ANCAP
crash testing: Hyde
By TERRY MARTIN

THE new VE Commodore is the safest car
Holden has ever built, but it will not lift its current
four-star ranking under the independent NCAP
crash-test regime.
GM Holden executive director of engineering
Tony Hyde has revealed to GoAuto that the VE
sedan will achieve a “good four-star” result.
When will Holden make them standard?
avoidance. I mean, how many airbags are you
“You can’t call it a five-star car. It will be a
The response from GM Holden managing going to put on a car? I mean, I don’t want to hit
‘good four-star’ car,” he said.
director Denny Mooney was: “When most of anything.
“From our point of view, it is (the
“I don’t think consumers understand yet how
our customers say that they want them
safest car we have ever built). People
standard. We still have some customers important stability control is, but the data is
will argue from an NCAP point of view,
that don’t want to option up to side starting to come out … and as more and more cars
but we think from an all-round primary
are equipped with stability control, and then more
airbags.”
safety and then secondary safety point of
Questioned further, Mr Mooney data comes out, they’ll get more statistical data on
view, it is the best car we’ve done.
admitted that Holden’s decision to how many of those cars are in collisions versus
“And it’s been built for when accidents
introduce ESP standard was not in how many aren’t. The data will start, I think, to
happen most and not necessarily some
become overwhelming, pretty compelling.
direct response to customer pleas.
other peoples’ ideas of that – that’s their
Continued next page
“I
happen
to
think
we’re
position and we have ours.”
a little bit ahead of what
Tony Hyde
As announced earlier, ESP stability
AT A GLANCE: VE SAFETY
customers are going to really
control will be fitted standard across the range.
 Holden expects a four-star NCAP result
However, side and curtain airbags will be ask for. I don’t think customers really  Curtain airbags optional on Omega, Berlina, SV6, SS
restricted, as a standard item, to the SS V, Calais know the importance of ESP,” he said.  Side airbags optional on above models
and Calais V model variants. That means owners “I like ESP better than airbags because  ESP fitted standard to all cars
of the baseline Omega, mid-series Berlina, sports I frankly don’t want to get into the  Ultra-stiff body structure
SV6 and even the SS will be required to spend point where an airbag deploys, and I  Expanded use of high-strength steel
think that stability control is accident
extra for these.

MANAGER VEHICLE REMARKETING
An excellent career opportunity exists for a person with drive and ambition to make your mark
in this high-energy role.
Reporting to the Manager National Fleet and Remarketing you will be responsible for the
successful remarketing of our used vehicle fleet and achieving specific objectives in residual
management. You will be required to maintain key relationships with vendors and the Dealer
Network. You will also be required to proactively develop new business strategies to enhance
Nissan’s remarketing activities.
A strong communicator with excellent customer service and presentation skills, you will have
extensive commercial experience in the vehicle remarketing area. A degree in marketing or
business administration will be highly regarded.
Interested applicants should apply in writing to Cathy Ryal, Manager Human Resources
& Administration. Locked Bag 1450, Dandenong South, Victoria 3164 or by email to
careers@nissan.com.au by Friday 28 July 2006.
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A cut
above
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Quality gains and new
suspension transform VE
By TERRY MARTIN

QUALITY improvements and increased ride-andhandling sophistication derived from a stronger
bodyshell and a suspension comprising a double
ball joint front end and four-and-a-half-link rear
have allowed Holden’s engineering director Tony
Hyde to proclaim the VE Commodore as a quantum
leap forward – and the first without bandaids.
“I stand here and I really don’t have to apologise
about anything on this car,” he told GoAuto at the
car’s launch last Sunday.
“I’ve got to say, in previous programs, I’ve
known where the bandaids were … I’m not going
to denigrate VT – VT was a good car, it was a

great car for its time and everything, but you
always feel uneasy about a few certain things.
With this, we know we’ve done the job in the
right places.”
This has come with a $470 million engineering
budget for the VE alone and a managing director
– Denny Mooney – who, soon after taking the
helm in January 2004, forced Mr Hyde’s team to

reassess its work and spend more than two million
unaccounted-for dollars retooling in an effort to
increase quality.
“To some extent we were doing the car …
‘business as usual’ and certainly one of Denny’s
first influences on the car was: ‘We’ve got to go and
have another look at this,’” Mr Hyde revealed.
Continued next page

VE IS SAFER BUT WON’T ACHIEVE FIVE STARS: HYDE
Continued from previous page

“I made the final decision (on ESP)
but, once again, I guess I’ve had a lot of
experience with ESP. There’s always some
disagreement when you’re doing a product
program, especially when you’ve got to
add costs to a car, because you’re trying
to get price points that are affordable for
everybody. You know you could put all of this

stuff on every car – and then your base car
gets out of the affordability range.”
He also pointed to the strategic location,
and greater use, of super-high-strength steel
across the vehicle and claimed that the car
met all new side-impact requirements.
“I’m confident there won’t be many
safer cars on the road than this car right
here,” he said. “We’re very confident of the
crashworthiness of this car. Trust me.”

Business Manager – Finance and Insurance (F&I)
(2 x Motor Dealership Placements – Sydney & Melbourne)
Capital Finance Australia Ltd (CFAL) are a part of the HBOS Australia group, which is a fully owned subsidiary of HBOS
plc – a company with worldwide assets in excess of $1 trillion and a trading history exceeding 300 years.
CFAL is a leader in the motor finance industry and has pioneered a valuable new range of services for its dealer network.
Guaranteed to change the way motor dealerships approach customer finance, this is an Australian first!
Due to immediate demand for our new service, we are seeking two motivated, professionals who are striving for
autonomy, variety and recognition for their success, (one Sydney and one Melbourne position).
Role will include, but not be limited to the following:
• Performing F & I sales activities for CFAL’s Motor Dealers operating without a permanent F & I Manager Internally
& Externally.
• Direct ‘selling’ of CFAL’s financial & insurance products to motor dealership customers via telephone and/or videolink,
and face-to-face.
• Processing of individual customer credit submissions and facilitation of documentation & settlement.
If you are currently working in a Business Manager/F & I role, have an established history of superior customer interface
and understand the drivers & competencies needed to achieve success in Finance & Insurance sales, this role will offer
you autonomy, challenge and lucrative earning potential. Flexibility in working hours is essential.

Would you like to become part of a large corporate?
Go to: www.capitalfinancecareers.com.au

(First register online. Reference CF/3120 for Melbourne position
and CF/2605 for Sydney position, to submit your application.)
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Continued from previous page

“Some things had to be scrapped, and some
things had to be modified and started again. We
were fairly well on schedule in the interior – we
were always really going to be red-hot on getting
a quality interior – looking at some of the German
auto-makers’ plastics and fit-and-finish techniques
and things like that. But Denny certainly brought us
up short and got us back focused on the bodyshell
and the margins and flushes and everything else
like that. And the car shows it.
“You will notice it when you drive the car
that this is a cut above what’s gone before. It’s
the bodyshell. It’s the frequency response of
the body – or the bending and torsion of the
bodyshell – where we’ve increased it probably
40 per cent. If you look at today’s car, it’s around
20-21 Hertz whereas this car is getting towards
30 Hertz in frequency response – and that’s
getting into the European class.”
Mr Hyde pointed to various mechanical
improvements on the VE, including a more
powerful braking system worth around $4
million. But he said the thing that pleased him
most was the new suspension. Here, a new
four-and-a-half link IRS will replace the current
semi-trailing arm system, while the front strut
suspension now includes a double ball joint
lower A-arm.
“This is a four-and-a-half-link sophisticated

Omega
rear end, double ball joint sophisticated front
end,” he said. “I’m especially pleased with the
front end because, let’s face it, the front end on
the current car, although heavily modified and
tuned and everything, it’s still a ’78 Commodore
to some degree. So I’m really pleased about that.
“There’s a lot of things to be pleased about
with this program – and that was a tribute to
(Peter) Hanenberger before Denny, and Denny
in the last three years I’d have to say has been a
great supporter of the car and a great supporter
of Holden. You always wonder when you get a
change of management what things are going to be
like – is he going to understand Holden, and where
it is in the deal – but Denny has just been great.”
Both front and rear tracks are up significantly
– 33mm at the front, to 1602mm, and 41mm
at the rear, to 1618mm. The fuel tank has been
repositioned under the rear seat to meet US
Federal rear impact criteria because GM is using
the VE’s Zeta architecture on North American
models.
VE Australiana – next page

AT A GLANCE: VE TECH
 New suspension: double ball joint front,
four-and-a-half-link rear
 New braking system
 Front track: 1602mm (up 33m)
 Rear track: 1618mm (up 41mm)
 Turning circle: 11.4m (up 0.4m)
 Base 3.6-litre Alloytec V6: 180kW (up 8kW)
at 6000rpm, 330Nm (up 10Nm) at 2600rpm
 High-output 3.6-litre V6: 195kW (up 5kW) at
6500rpm, 340Nm (up 5Nm) at 2600rpm
 6.0-litre Gen IV V8: 270kW (up 10kW) at
5700rpm, 530Nm (up 20Nm) at 4400rpm
 175kW LPG Alloytec coming later in 2006
 Four-speed auto (GM 4L60E) for Omega,
Berlina
 Five-speed auto (GM 5L40E) for Calais V6
 Six-speed auto (GM 6L80E) for all V8s
 Six-speed manual (Tremec T56) standard on
SS, SS V
 Six-speed manual (Aisin AY6) for SV6

MANAGER FIXED OPERATIONS – Business Development Focus
Nissan Motor Company Australia provides unique and innovative automotive products and services that
deliver superior value to its stakeholders. We are seeking a high performing Fixed Operations Manager
to significantly grow the parts and accessory business and to develop Nissan Dealers’ service operations
whilst maintaining the highest levels of customer satisfaction.
Reporting to the Regional Manager, you will be responsible for identifying and creating new market
opportunities, supporting Dealer performance, ensuring the effective promotion of Nissan’s parts and
service business capabilities across Queensland as well as providing technical support, and optimising
customer satisfaction.
With proven experience in driving new market opportunities, you have the ability to lead a small team and
meet customer service expectations. Your excellent written and verbal communication skills and ability to
liaise and network within the automotive sector will be highly regarded. You must have technical or tertiary
qualifications in a relevant field and experience within the automotive industry will be an advantage.
Interested applicants should apply in writing to Cathy Ryal, Human Resources & Administration, Locked
Bag 1450, Dandenong South, Vic 3164 or by email to careers@nissan.com.au by Friday 28 July 2006.
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Holden claims the VE is
the most Australian car
it has ever built
By TERRY MARTIN

GM HOLDEN maintains the VE Commodore
is the most Australian car it has ever built after
developing the vehicle architecture and designing
and engineering the car from a “clean sheet”.
Acknowledging that about a third of the car’s
components, including big-ticket and big-budget
items such as engines and transmissions, are
sourced overseas, GM Holden managing director
Denny Mooney said: “This car was 100 per cent
designed here when historically we’ve evolved
from some other set of General Motors’ hardware.
And this is really the first time we’ve been able to
do what I call, you know, kind of a ‘clean sheet
of paper’ car.”
“This was not a ‘take an existing General Motors
set of hardware and kind of evolve it’ (exercise).
This is the team here really benchmarking cars
inside of General Motors, benchmarking cars
outside. And the only other rear-wheel drive car
that we really do at General Motors, or have done
in recent times, is Cadillacs,” he said.
“With this, the guys pretty much said: ‘Okay,
we can’t make the Cadillac architecture work
here for a variety of reasons, there’s nothing else
in General Motors, so we’re going to have to do
something new.
“If you look at our local content … two-thirds

of what we buy … is purchased in Australia, by
dollar value. We have a lot more local content
than what is played out to be, and it frustrates me.
You know, some of the suppliers, frankly, that
have lost some of the business for VE, have been
replaced by suppliers that are also in Australia.”
Lead VE architect Mike Simcoe, the chief
designer for all North American GM cars who
left Holden (post VE design freeze) in September
2004, added that the car was “the first genuinely
complete Australian Holden”.
“There is no component in the car – that’s
from engineering, production, manufacturing
and design – that is borrowed from another car
in the corporation,” he said. “This architecture,

which is the underpinnings of the car, is local to
Australia. That’s why it started – because there
was no alternative.”
Mr Simcoe said Holden started the search for
a VE replacement “platform” 10 years ago and
soon discovered that a European donor rear-drive
platform (which was the case with the 1997 VT
Commodore) would be unavailable and that one
from the US would be unsuitable. As a result, it
developed the so-called Zeta architecture.
“With this, we could start from the ground
up and could do largely what we want – so
anything that we saw as an issue with the current
architecture, the current space, the current
efficiency, was fixed with this car,” he said.

BMW 5 SERIES WAS THE BENCHMARK FROM DAY ONE FOR GM HOLDEN
LEAD VE designer Mike Simcoe has revealed
to GoAuto that the BMW 5 Series was the
car Holden has set out to emulate with its VE
Commodore.
“Right from day one, the 5 Series BMW was

BMW 5 Series
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talked about,” he said. “We’re not supposed to
use competitors’ names and all that sort of stuff
but, realistically, that’s what it was all about.
“This (car) had to punch above its weight
– and we had to do that. We had to benchmark
those sorts of cars to get something that was
relevant, globally.
“You couldn’t keep doing things the way that
perhaps the public had accepted them
in the past. Two things had changed
– the public had already gone past
that, and there was more and more of
the good European, good international

stuff available in the market. So they’ve got to
compare, even if they (buyers) couldn’t afford
necessarily some of that European stuff they
were still looking at it – and that became the
benchmark. So it’s how do you do an affordable
car with (top) levels of quality, levels of fit and
finish and I guess structure and stuff.
“The value of this car (VE) is that it is good
enough to be a real alternative to some of the
high-end product – the high-end Japanese
and high-end European – and by the way, you
can actually afford it.”
– TERRY MARTIN

Turn more of your customer's
voices into faces!
Research shows that dealers miss up
to 6 out of 10 potential sales opportunities
from poor handling of phone enquiries.
When you implement our unique focused
appointment strategy you will achieve
increases in appointments made and
customer show ups.
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Freeze
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After the Torana teaser,
Holden at long last reveals all
By NEIL McDONALD

IF YOU think the new VE Commodore looks
suspiciously like the Torana TT36 concept car,
you’d be close. Holden “froze” the design in May
2003, well before the show car made its debut at
the Sydney motor show in October 2004.
Like many car-makers, Holden used the Torana
to showcase VE elements, with a number of styling
cues cut straight from the VE mould. The Torana’s
strongly defined front and rear wheel arches, deep
grille, rising waistline, blacked-out glasshouse and
latch door handles owe a lot to VE.
GM Holden design director Tony Stolfo said the

VE represented a quantum change in thinking at
the company, with about 170 design staff amassing
more than 520,000 hours over six years to create
the new short- and long-wheelbase range.
The designers were set a task to deliver a sedan
that offered performance, style, quality, safety
and features – all at a value price.
Mr Stolfo said the validation of each part of
the VE was harder than the VT program back in
the mid-1990s.
“We found ourselves balancing proportions
against safety, minimising exterior size but
maximising interior spaciousness, offering
flexibility and personalisation without adding
complexity and cost, balancing material cost
without compromising on quality, balancing

size against mass and balancing style against
aerodynamics,” he said.
One of the few things deemed acceptable
and carried over from the VZ was the interior
packaging.
“Customers were happy with the space so we
concentrated on improving quality and giving
the interior a distinct up-market feel across the
range,” he said.
Visually, all VE models gain the signature
mudguard vents with in-built indicator lights,
which leads along the car’s flanks into the
rising shoulder line, but there is strong style
differentiation between the Omega, Berlina, SV6,
SS and Calais.
Continued next page

Torana TT36

YOU CAN’T CALL VE EURO - OR EVEN AUSSIE. IT’S INTERNATIONAL, MATE: SIMCOE
MIKE Simcoe is no longer Holden’s design director,
but he was the chief architect of the VE Commodore
before handing over the reins to Tony Stolfo. His
assessment of the car’s new looks is that it’s
traditional and international. Nothing outlandish like
the AU Falcon – but something Holden has wanted to
create “for a long time”.
“The same core is there (as VT),” he said. “It’s a
very traditional package. It’s not outlandish design
because that’s not what the Australian public
needs, or wants. It’s good, confident design. It’s well
proportioned and it pushes quality to a level that
we’ve never seen before.
“The interior package for VT was king of that in the
market here – and this car continues that. The volume
efficiency of the package – that’s the exterior volume

to interior size – is just as aggressive as VT was. We
made a big song and dance back then about that.
And this car is the same.
“The track is a little bit wider with this new
architecture, so from the ground up we’ve been able
to put the wheels wider on the car.
“It’s an international design.You can’t say ‘European’
any more, because there’s no ‘European design’, or
‘Japanese design’ – it’s a truly international design in
its form language. It’s genuinely a rear-wheel drive
proportioned car which is something we hadn’t been
able to push as hard in the past. And it’s much more
formal. The form language that’s on the car is internal
Holden. We’ve been trying to do something like this
seriously for a long time.”
- TERRY MARTIN

Tony Stolfo (left)
and Mike Simcoe

Choosing SalesVoice has been an effective tool for our clients...
"Having installed SalesVoice throughout our
"Our results are compelling. The SalesVoice
Group, I am delighted with the feedback. It has
team provides a tremendous amount of
support, insight and leadership to our industry." become a valuable tool for our Sales Managers."
Mr Terry Dodd Dealer Principal,
West End Mazda

John Mellor's
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Mr Brendan Pickering Dealer Principal,
Pickerings Automotive Group

Select SalesVoice now and for a limited time receive $3,000*
of professional development training at no cost to you!
Call Chris Pearce, Divisional Director,

by GoAuto
Newsroom,
Australia’sapply
most innovative automotive publishing group
-news is produced
SalesVoice
on 0422
003 400. *conditions
Phone: (03) 9598 6477 E-mail: newsroom@mellor.net

Advertising manager: Steve Butcher – Ph: 0419 562 110
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Product Support
Guru Required

Freeze frame

Calais V

Hendrickson Asia Paciﬁc is the
market leader in the supply of a
premium range of suspension
products to truck and trailer
OEM’s, dealers, ﬂeets and owner
operators.
Reporting to the National Sales Manager
you will play an integral role in the provision
of exceptional product service and support
for the OEM, dealer network and end
user customer. Being a key area of the
business, this role comes with substantial
scope for potential senior management
and professional development for the right
individual.
The successful candidate will have a
demonstrated ability to resolve service/
technical related product queries and
provide a hands-on approach with
trouble-shooting to both internal and
external customers. A mechanical
trade qualiﬁcation and demonstrated
commercial technical expertise in the truck
and trailer (or related) sector is essential.
Tertiary qualiﬁcations will be highly
regarded.
• Does your ideal role involve service
excellence with a technical ﬂair?
• Are you excited about the prospect
of working with a company, proud of
its’ reputation in providing a superior
product and customer service
excellence?

This is the opportunity you have
been waiting for!!!
Please forward your resume in strict
conﬁdence to adrian@edgepp.com
Applications close 24th of July, 2006

www.bluetonguerecruit.com

look the car’s overall proportions remained sharp.
Continued from previous page
“Proportion is the foundation of good design,
Compared to the VZ, the VE has a higher beltand
the VE’s proportions looked good from any
line with a smaller glasshouse, and from the front
the car looks smaller due to the increased track angle,” he said. “It’s a mature design that exploits
and pronounced wheel-arches. The rear pillar is the benefits of a large rear-wheel drive platform.”
Meanwhile, Mr Stolfo said the VE’s design
distinguished by a more defined “hockey stick”
guidelines were clear: push the wheels out,
shape to the rear door glass.
The base Omega gains 16-inch steel wheels, lengthen the wheelbase, have minimal overhangs.
minimal bright work on the exterior, a simple Also important was designing a car that would
grille with dominant Holden lion emblem and a give customers a bigger choice across the range.
“We designed it for greater flexibility,” he said.
serviceable dark cloth interior. A full-size spare is
optional across the range - $100 on the Omega “We wanted to personalise every model with three
distinct personalities across the range.”
and $250 on the rest.
The “personalities” are divided into the OmegaWithout an Accent, the mid-series Berlina raises
the bar with a chrome grille, foglights, 17-inch Berlina, Calais and SV6-SS models and are more
apparent in the cabin (see next
alloys, body-coloured mirrors,
AT A GLANCE:
page). Externally, the range
bright door-surround mouldings,
provides two headlight styles,
fluted tail-lights, a single chrome
VE EXTERIOR
three grilles, four rear light
exhaust surround on the V6 and
4894mm clusters, three rear bumpers
quad-chrome exhausts on the V8.  Overall length:
1476mm and two rear spoilers on the
The Calais builds on the Berlina  Height:
features with different 17-inch  Width (ex-mirrors): 1899mm standard range.
At 4894mm long, the
alloys, projector-style headlights  Wheelbase:
2915mm
VE is 18mm longer than
with black bezels, chrome grille  Front overhang:
846mm
with diamond cross-hatch grille  Rear overhang:
1133mm the VZ with a wheelbase of
2915mm, 126mm longer than
texture, body-colour bumpers  Seven new colours
the previous car. The front
with a strip of chrome, and a fullwidth lower air intake incorporating the foglights overhang has been reduced 90mm while the front
and smoked tail-lights. The Calais V adds more wheels have been pushed forward 67mm. Such is
chrome work along the bottom of the doors, 18- the tight under-bonnet space that the battery has been
moved to the boot, behind the left rear wheel. The
inch alloys and a chrome boot release.
The SV6 and SS offer sports grilles with rear overhang has also been trimmed 18mm while
honeycomb textures, 18-inch twin five-spoke the rear wheels have been pushed back 59mm.
The exterior colour palette consists of 13 choices
alloys, a bodykit, rear bootlid spoilers, dual chrome
exhausts on the SV6 and quad-chrome exhausts on with seven new colours: Ignition (bright red/orange),
the SS. The SS-V adds 19-inch alloys (20-inchers are Evoke (smoky metallic grey), Sandstorm (neutral
optional), hi-tech tail-lights and a larger boot spoiler. satin gold), Provence (glacial blue metallic), Red
The VE’s chief exterior designer Richard Passion (rich metallic red), Nickel (dark silver) and
Felazzo, best known for his work on the EFIJY Crema (buttery liquid gold).
concept, said that despite each model’s distinct
VE interior - next page

We’ve got you covered… in Queensland
Horwath Motor Industry Services has a dedicated team of 12 motor industry specialist staff in Queensland.
To talk to us about how our knowledge and experience can benefit your business,
contact one of our local Directors:
Terry Giffin
Mark Wachtel
Ken Rich
John Mellor's

e

Tel: 07 3218 9871
Tel: 07 3218 9870
Tel: 07 3218 9839

terry.giffin@horwath.com.au
mark.wachtel@horwath.com.au
ken.rich@horwath.com.au

Level 21 Riverside Centre, 123 Eagle Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
-news is produced by GoAuto Newsroom, Australia’s most innovative automotive publishing group
www.horwath.com.au
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Inside info

VED

ESIGN

Holden claims VE cabin
is a cut above the rest
By NEIL McDONALD

“NEAR enough is not good enough.” This
became a byword at Holden as interior and
exterior designers worked on the new car.
Work on the colours, trim and textiles started
back in 2001, an eternity in the style-conscious
fashion world, according to lead colour and trim
chief designer Sharon Gauci.
“Researching trends and exploring design is an
integral part of our job because we work at least
four years before the start of production,” she said.
Design manager John Field said quality targets
were a major foundation of the interior design
program. The result is an almost tailored look that
starts with the car’s door openings, which are smooth
and feature Euro-style extended kick plates.
Design director Tony Stolfo said an accepted
“given” from customers was maintaining the
VZ’s good interior packaging. This is comparable
to the VZ, except the VE’s coupe-like roofline has
reduced headroom by 7mm up front and 1mm

in the rear, despite the overall height increasing
20mm. The cabin’s “glasshouse” has also been
reduced 27mm because of the higher waistline.
Boot space is up 31 litres to 496 litres while
the boot hinges have been changed to a multi-link
design that does not intrude into the boot. Holden
claims two full-size suitcases can be loaded on
top of each other. The VZ’s load-through hatch
carries over.
Three distinct cabin trim levels are offered with
three different dashboards and dashboard
lighting. Inside, the Omega gains a dark
AT A GLANCE: VE INTERIOR
cloth interior with a functional brushed
 All-new heating and ventilation system
 Roof-mounted DVD system available on all models alloy-look centre console, soft green
“Verde” instrument lighting and Vectra Audio auxiliary plug for MP3 players
style five-inch audio readout between
 Door bins can hold a wine bottle
the two centre air vents. The Berlina lifts
 Sliding centre armrest
the bar with a blonde woodgrain-look
 Damped air vent controls and grabhandles
centre strip across the dashboard, a 5.5 Flat floor for better toe clearance under front seats inch centre console information display,

alloy-look steering wheel, more up-market trim
combinations and automatic climate control.
In keeping with the sporting SS tone, the
interior is awash with colour inserts for the
seats and dashboard (optional), piano-black
centre waterfall “cockpit” console and bright red
instrumentation. The SS V gains a large colour
screen on the centre console.
The Calais goes down a low-key, detailed
high-end interior route by offering clear white
instrumentation, full leather, centre console
information display for audio and heating and a
rear roof-mounted DVD player.
The Calais V offers a 6.5-inch colour centre
console screen, textured real aluminium veneer
across the dashboard, hinged front and rear door
bins, a two-tone interior colour scheme with
dark headlining and light seats and carpets and
extensive use of micro-fibre suede.
HSV - next page

5P TO  OF ENGINE WEAR HAPPENS
IN THE lRST TEN MINUTES FROM A COLD
START UP /NLY #ASTROL -AGNATEC
PROTECTS YOUR ENGINE FROM THE
MOMENT YOU TURN THE KEY AND ITS
SUITABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF ENGINES BOTH
OLD AND NEW
)TS #ASTROL -AGNATECS 5NIQUE
-OLECULAR !TTRACTION 5-! THAT
ENABLES THE OIL TO @CLING TO THE INTERNAL
SURFACE OF YOUR ENGINE RADICALLY
IMPROVING ENGINE PROTECTION
)N FACT #ASTROL -AGNATEC PROVIDES
UP TO  LESS WEAR THAN ORDINARY OILS
DURING THE CRITICAL START UP AND
WARM UP PERIODS

4HANKS TO #ASTROL -AGNATECS 5NIQUE -OLECULAR !TTRACTION
John Mellor's
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VEHSV
Customer Service

Rep Technical
Hendrickson Asia Paciﬁc is the
market leader in the supply of a
premium range of suspension
products to truck and trailer
OEM’s, dealers, ﬂeets and owner
operators in the Asia Paciﬁc
region. Our client is committed
to pushing the boundaries of
technology in the commercial
transportation industry and
expanding their global presence.
Reporting to the Customer Service
Manager this position plays a vital part
in the provision of exceptional customer
service to the OEM, dealer network
and end user customers. Working in a
dynamic team environment, you will be
required to liaise with your customer base
on technical / product related enquiries
along with processing sales orders,
advising your customers of stock level
and co-ordinating required paperwork
to ensure you are able to meet your
customers expectations.
Does your ideal role involve service
excellence with a technical ﬂair?
Are you excited about the prospect of
working with a company, proud of its’
reputation in providing customer service
excellence? This is the opportunity you
have been waiting for!!!
Offering ﬂexible working hours with
either a 8.30 or 9am start, along with
a great team and competitive salary,
please forward your resume in strict
conﬁdence to natalie@edgepp.com
by close of business 24th July 2006.

www.bluetonguerecruit.com

VE HSVs near

Hot division to show E-Series - sans GTS - next month
By MARTON PETTENDY

HOLDEN Special Vehicles’ redesigned E-Series
range – based on Holden’s billion-dollar VE
Commodore and to be publicly revealed on August
21 before going on sale in September – will not
include the popular Monaro-based GTO Coupe
model, nor a flagship GTS.
Instead, the all-new HSV range will offer an
even more powerful 6.0-litre V8 mated for the
first time to a six-speed automatic transmission, an
unprecedented level of refinement and exclusive
new features – all housed in new-from-the-groundup short- and long-wheelbase sedan models.
Although the new six-speed self-shifter with
manual-shift mode spells the end of HSV’s
archaic GM 4L65E four-speed auto, the six-speed
T56 Tremec manual will continue.
Performance figures remain a closely guarded
secret until launch and will need to rise to provide
a sufficient output gain over the VE Commodore’s
standard 270kW Gen IV 6.0-litre V8 – the most
powerful production engine in Holden’s history.
GoAuto sources indicate peak power and torque
figures will increase to around 310kW/540Nm
from the 297kW/530Nm offered currently by
the VZ Commodore-based Z-Series sedan range,
which introduced the LS2 V8 directly from
Chevrolet’s C6 Corvette in the US.
While the E-Series line-up will include
ClubSport, Senator, Senator Signature and the
long-wheelbase Grange sedan variants (alongside
the VZ-based Maloo, the ClubSport R8, SV6000,

Coupe4 sedan and GTO Coupe variants will be
discontinued), HSV’s trademark GTS nameplate
is not expected to return to showrooms for at least
12 months.
It will be attached to a VE Commodore-based
four-door that is likely to be powered by a version
of the bullocking 377kW/637Nm 7.0-litre LS7
V8 introduced Stateside in the flagship Corvette
Z06. Expect high exclusivity and a pricetag well
beyond $100,000.
“We’ve put more of our unique content on the
cars like the long-wheelbase cars, but when you
see what HSV has done – they’ve taken it to the
next level,” Holden chairman Denny Mooney told
GoAuto at the VE Commodore reveal on Sunday.
“I’m really excited about those products. I’m
excited about what they can do with their brand.”
That unique content is expected to be headlined
by the same Delphi-developed electro-magnetic
Magneride suspension system introduced by
General Motors for its Corvette. Magneride is
expected to deliver a new level of ride/handling
performance for HSV by comprising damper fluid
containing particles that react in an instant to
different electro-magnetic fields, thereby altering
the fluid’s viscosity and the shock absorber’s
characteristics.
Expect HSV to leverage the VE Commodore
V8’s twin dual-exhaust outlets and V-series
cars’ front quarter venting via aggressive sports
bodykits that highlight the new sedan’s coupe-like
roofline, rising shoulder line and short overhangs.
Mooney’s moment – next page
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Living the dream

VE

MOONEY'S MOMENT
Photo: Terry Martin

John Mellor's

VE is the car Holden
always wanted to build
By DENNY MOONEY

I’VE been around the business really my whole
life, and been in product development for a little
over 28 years, and it doesn’t get any better than
this. It absolutely doesn’t get any better than this.
Welcome to GM Holden’s future. Welcome to
the arrival of Australia’s first one-billion-dollar
car program. To the fourth generation of Australia
best-selling car for the past decade. Welcome
to the premiere of Holden’s all-new 2006 VE
Commodore range.
We’re here to show you a car that has travelled
3.4 million test kilometres just to be here today. A
car more Australian in its design and engineering
than any Holden ever before. A car which carries
more global significance for us than anything
we’ve ever done before.
The all-new Commodore is the largest
single automotive program in this country’s
history. Holden has built and sold over seven
million vehicles around the world in almost
six decades of local production. We’ve created
more than 30 entries of family Holdens since
releasing Australia’s first car back in 1948.
We’ve Australia’s longest and largest vehicle
export program. And over the years, millions of
Australians have owned Commodores, and in fact
there are over a million Commodores on the road
as we speak. Commodore is Australia’s numberone best-selling car – and Holden is Australia’s
number-one passenger-car brand. The new
Commodore is a serious commitment to Australia
by any definition.
We’ve invested more than one billion dollars
in this product program alone. In fact, our total

Denny Mooney with SS V
Australian investment over the past decade
is a staggering $6.1 billion. With that kind of
investment, we could have provided three City
Link road projects here in Melbourne or, believe it
not, four M7 Motorways in Sydney. Pretty serious
commitment. And by any measure, today is a big
day for the Australian car industry and VE is a big
car for the future of Holden. The future is what it’s
all about – history counts for little right now.
And the only thing that matters really for us is
that the Commodore is a world-class car, capable
of competing in any market around the world. Our
targets have been some of the most expensive and
carefully crafted cars anywhere in the world. And
this careful consideration of global expectations
is what should make this car work.
We pored over every panel, the tiniest of details
to put this car right up there in terms of refinement.
We think our cars will deliver more technology and
more features than ever before. We believe they
deliver exceptional ride and handling,
exceptional performance, great quality
and, really, unquestionable value. They
are comfortable and fun to drive over
short or long distances, in the city or
in the country, on some of the most
diverse and demanding road surfaces
anywhere in the world.
The need to be successful in any
market around the world is what really

makes Commodore so special to everyone here
at Holden, and really to the entire Australian car
industry. Our chief engineer Tony Hyde, who has
been around this company for over 37 years, he
really sums it up best. Tony says: “VE Commodore
is the car we always wanted to build.” And I think
that says a lot.
We’re under no illusions about the competitive
environment, where history counts for little.
“Buying Australian” counts for little. In this day
and age, cars must succeed on merit – not on
ancestry. We’re proud of what we’ve achieved with
the all-new Commodore. We know Australians
still enjoy large cars and we know they want
safety, roominess and style in these cars. And the
only way to deliver that is, obviously, with great
cars – cars that people really want to buy.
We know it’s a world where great cars rule. We
have designed, engineered and manufactured this
range, we believe to compete anywhere in the world.
It’s been designed by Australians, for Australians,
with clear international intent and expertise.
VE Commodore is about cars that people really
want. And it’s the car Holden always wanted to
build. You know, we’ve had the chance to live our
dream – and you see it here today.
This is an edited extract of Denny Mooney's
speech on Sunday.
Filling the frame – next page

CONFIDENTIAL AUTOMOTIVE RECRUITMENT SERVICES
• New Car Manager • North Queensland • c. $120K pa
Our client is a major multi franchise new car dealer located coastal North
Queensland. They seek expressions of interest from top new vehicle Sales
Managers for this important role. The New Car Manager will be responsible
for one major franchise only.
A very attractive remuneration package comprising a generous retainer plus
incentives with the ability to earn around $120K per annum will be negotiated.
A vehicle is provided, assistance is offered with relocation and standard
superannuation is paid.
For further information contact Geoff Fowler on (07) 3393 3265 or mobile 0417 115
John934
Mellor's
quoting Job No. F1309. Resumes can be mailed to PO Box 5218, MANLY Qld.
4179, faxed to (07) 3393 3295 or forwarded by email to jobs@autorecruit.com.au
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FILLING THE FRAME
GOAUTO REPORTS

Market Guru

Required
Recruitment Consultant
Melbourne
Automotive Passionate?
Heavy Equipment Passionate?
Diesel Engine Passionate?
Do you enjoy a fast paced sales
environment?
Do you thrive on delivering
service excellence to your
customers?
Are you a star in building people
relationships?
Are you looking for a career with
ﬂexibility, fun, ﬁnancial reward
and a challenge?

Blue Tongue Recruit currently have 2
exciting recruitment consultant roles
open. We are looking for talented,
driven and industry passionate
professionals to join our team of high
achievers.
We are a market leader and pride
ourselves on offering unique talent
solutions for our clients.
Attractive salary package on offer plus
exceptional bonuses. For more details
refer to our hot jobs section online at

www.bluetonguerecruit.com
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.
Email: tully@bluetonguerecruit.com
or call Tully Young on 9830 2133.
Applications close 14th of July 2006

THE PAYBACK PERIOD

RETURN TO LEADERSHIP

$1 BILLION dollars sounds impressive, but will
Holden ever pay it back? “We expect to pay it
back (but) I don’t know what the payback period
would be,” Holden MD Denny Mooney said. “The
auto business is tough for anybody to give you an
answer to that because we have other derivatives
that we will bring off of this, and we’ll look at a
program like this, and we’ll do a financials for the
lifecycle of the program, calculate a net present
value and a payback, and this is going to be a
shorter lifecycle than our historic lifecycle.
“I’ve said before, if I had my druthers this
would be in the five-to-six year kind of lifecycle,
so you’ve got to pay it back and have a decent
return with that kind of lifecycle. You can wish
you can drag it on longer but you can’t in today’s
market, because everybody else is coming out
with new product in five or six years ”

“I WOULDN’T mind being number one,” Mr
Mooney said. “We’re going to do the best we can.
When you’re not playing in 20 per cent of the
market it’s pretty tough to be at the top. Captiva
is one of the products. We got other stuff coming
later on.”

LIFECYCLE VS ALL-NEW
QUESTIONED further, Mr Mooney said a
lifecycle did not necessarily mean an all-new
vehicle. “Our lifecycles won’t be as long as this
lifecycle (but) that doesn’t mean you do an allnew architecture either,” he said. “We could reskin the car and put an all-new ‘upper’ so it looked
like an all-new car, and take the chassis and other
(components). But typically you’d say in 10 to 12
years you might like take an architecture, before
there’s new technologies and other things that
might overwhelm it.
“As the crash test standards around the world
start to evolve, as a manufacturer you have no
choice sometimes other than to redo some of your
structure. You like to keep your structure around –
you know, it’s the stuff nobody sees. The customer
doesn’t see the underbody – they don’t see all that
stuff. If you get the geometries of the suspension
right, and get what I call the fundamentals (right),
you can carry it as long as you want.”

VOLUME NEEDED
OF COURSE, all of this depends on sales volume.
How much does GMH need to payback a billion?
“We want to keep our plant full – which is a two-shift
plant – which runs between, in straight time, probably
135,000, 145,000 (per annum),” Mr Mooney said.
“But we’ve got a lot of export flexibility. I feel
confident we can keep our plant full.”

PRODUCTION HAS STARTED
“WE STARTED production last Thursday,” Mr
Mooney said. “We probably have about six to
eight weeks to get up to full production. We’re
starting out at over 100 a day. But our objective is
to be upwards of 500 a day. We are still building
…VZ utes and wagons.
“We hold the first batch of cars, and then we
have what we call a ‘ship to commerce’ meeting
where we review all the data … and do an internal
quality audits on the car, and then we make the
decision that we are ready to ship and we start
shipping.”

LARGE-CAR FORTUNES
ONE of the big questions now is: to what extent
will the VE resurrect Holden’s large-car sales?
Mooney: “We hope it’s a pretty big turnaround.
We’ve all been speculating with what’s going on
with the large-car market. I mean, most of the
cars in this segment, as we all know, are fairly old
cars.
“Our car was in the last year of its lifecycle,
Ford is been out there quite a ways – you know,
we’ll see. I don’t know, it’s tough, I wish I had a
crystal ball, I know I could give you my prediction
and there’s one thing know I know for sure – it’ll
be wrong.”

FLEET RESPONSE
“It all depends who you talk to,” Mr Mooney said.
“I can tell you that we have had a lot of the fleet
customers in to look at the car, and they are very
excited about the car.
“I think the residuals on this car will be good,
because we’re back to two shifts on our plant.
And we’re not building as many. And, frankly, we
have strong overseas demand. So it is one of those
things we are going to work hard on – managing
residual values on this car. And not try to put too
many cars on to the market.”

NOTHING ELSE CAN PROTECT YOUR
ENGINE BETTER THAN MOBIL 1.
THERE ARE MORE THAN 20 PATENTS ON ITS
SUPERSYN™ ANTI-WEAR TECHNOLOGY.
John Mellor's
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VE

FILLING THE FRAME
PEOPLE TURNING BACK

TWO SHIFTS ENOUGH

PRODUCTION COSTS

“I THINK a lot of people are going to re-look at
Holden when they look at this car because: a, it’s a
beautiful car; and b, I think when you get a chance to
drive it you will see the difference in the chassis and
quality level of the car,” Mr Mooney said. “I think
we are going to have people who never thought
about buying our product looking.”

A THIRD shift at Holden’s Adelaide assembly
plant is unlikely. “I think it’s too hard to run an
assembly plant on three shifts,” Mr Mooney said.
“We I think have 45 assembly plants around the
world, General Motors, and if you look industrywide there are very few plants that run three shifts
… It’s just too hard to keep equipment running and
it’s very difficult. Here it’s expensive – you pay a
pretty good shift premium to run a third shift.”

“OUR materials costs are up on this car because
there’s more content in the car,” said Mr Mooney.
“(But) our manufacturing costs will go down on
this car, because the car is easier to build … by a
long shot than the old car.”

EXTENDED LAUNCH
“FRANKLY, what we’d like to do, and we’re
doing it this way … is for you to see some of the
engineering details before you go out and drive the
car, so you will understand the mechanics behind
the car before you go out and drive it,” Mr Mooney
said. “We want to give you the opportunity for
you to see inside the car … and I can tell you …
you will hear from the real engineers. You’re not
going to have some showman up there … you can
ask questions, and ultimately better understand
the car before you go out and drive it.”

LOCAL PRODUCTION ‘SAFE’
EVEN if the VE failed to meet sales expectations,
Mr Mooney insisted that it would not become the
last Commodore built in Australia. “No, no-no.
I say that it will evolve,” he said. “I don’t know
what that one would be, but I’ll tell you in six
months we’ll be working hard on what the next
one might want to be. There are people who want
to work hard on it right now on what it wants to
be. But I say: ‘Hey, let’s wait and see.’”

FUEL CONSUMPTION
WILL fuel consumption increase with the new
model? Mooney: “It will be pretty close. Once
again we don’t have the final numbers. We’ve
been testing recently, and some powertrains might
be more economical, some might not be.
“We’ve got a six-speed automatic with the V8 –
we don’t have that today – so you are going to have
to look at engine and transmission combination by
combination, because some of them will be better
than today and some might not be.
“But once again we’re still working on the final
numbers. At this point in the program, you’re
talking tenths of a litre per 100km.”

UP CLOSE on PERSONNEL
brought to you by Motor

Staff

RICK WAGONER WILL DRIVE VE – BUT CARLOS GHOSN?
GENERAL Motors chief executive Rick
Wagoner will soon sample Holden’s new VE
Commodore for himself, but it seems Nissan
and Renault CEO Carlos Ghosn won’t.
“I’m not going to run any other third company,”
Mr Ghosn told the US CNBC cable network last
Thursday in response to suggestions a RenaultNissan alliance with GM may see him take over
the reigns of the world’s largest car-maker. “It’s
not serious,” he said of the suggestion. “I’m
not interested in his job. I’m interested in and
responsible for Nissan and Renault development
and results.”
Either way, the two men formalised an
agreement during a Friday dinner meeting in
Detroit to enter into a 90-day study to investigate
potential savings from a tie-up between the two
auto giants.
The meeting follows a move two weeks
ago by GM’s largest individual shareholder,
billionaire investor Kirk Kerkorian, to go public
with a bid to broker an unprecedented alliance
that would involve Renault-Nissan claiming a

substantial equity stake in GM.
Some reports suggest a serious
Renault/Nissan-GM alliance would
require the Japanese and French
companies to each secure 10 per cent
of GM shares. The deal would provide
Renault-Nissan with much needed
North American assembly plants while
potentially avoiding damaging plant
closures and job cuts for GM.
“Nissan needs capacity in North
America – period,” said Mr Ghosn
previously, adding: “I suspect the stake
would be big.”
A joint statement released by Mr Wagoner
and Mr Ghosn following their Friday meeting
confirmed the alliance study, but was noncommittal.
“We had a good discussion today, and are
looking forward to having our teams work
together to explore our ideas,” the statement
said. “It is important to let our teams work on
this review without distraction and, therefore, we

Carlos Ghosn
will not be providing further public comments
about it at this time.”
The pair confirmed the study would investigate
the possibility of sharing both platforms and
parts purchasing, and would be completed by
October. But Mr Ghosn earlier said a deal would
only be struck if it benefited both parties.
“If not, we will shake hands and return to our
battlefield,” said Mr Ghosn, who is credited with
turning Japan’s second biggest car-maker around.
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GoAuto latest road test

Peugeot 407 HDi Coupe
THE French, like the Italians, can always be relied upon to build cars with soul. It’s that
intangible component that up until recently differentiated the Europeans from the Japanese
and has in the past delivered cars like the famed Citroen DS and Peugeot 504. The
Japanese, however, have caught up with the Europeans: think Mazda MX-5 and
Nissan 350Z. Now, with the arrival of the Citroen C4 and Peugeot 407 Coupe
the Europeans look to be making an ambitious play to re-establish their claim
as visual trendsetters for a new millennium. In the 407 Coupe, Peugeot has
delivered a sleek and very eye-catching two-door, four-seater. But with the
V6 HDi turbo-diesel as its major talking point, Pug’s slinky two-door also
has a highly desirable point of difference.
ROAD TEST: CLICK HERE

OMEGA NOT SHOWN

Launch Pad

VE IMPORTS TO OZ

brought to you by

DENNY Mooney said he did not expect either
long- or short-wheelbase versions of the VE to be
built overseas and sent back to Australia. “There’s
no plan right now to do that,” he said.

SMALLER V6 ENGINE

JULY:
Alfa Romeo Brera coupe
Audi A4 3.0 TDI
Audi A8 4.2 TDI
Jaguar XK coupe and convertible
Holden VE Commodore sedan
Mazda3 sedan/hatch
Mazda3 MPS hatch
Mitsubishi Ralliart Colt hatch
Toyota Camry sedan
Volkswagen Golf R32

Jaguar XK

TO COUNTERACT the concern in the
marketplace over fuel consumption, Holden
is considering a lower-capacity version of its
Alloytec engine, some of which it already
produces for affiliate GM brands.
“We’d have to look at power-to-weight ratio,
and really look at how much efficiency we
really can get out of that, but we’d look at it,”
Mr Mooney said. “We do a lower-displacement
engine – a 2.8-litre version of that for China and
Korea today – but that’s more tax-driven than
fuel-economy driven.
“You’ve got to find a sweet spot on the weight
of the car, with your power-to-weight ratios, your
gear ratios, and your transmission, and where
you can optimise what I call that hook for fuel
economy and performance. At some point of time
you just don’t get any more fuel economy.
“I don’t think you’d go to 2.8, but you might go
3.0 (to) 3.2-litre.”

DISPLACEMENT ON DEMAND

DIESEL UNDER STUDY

WHY END EXEC, ACCLAIM?

“RIGHT now diesels are two per cent of the market
here – you know, big wow wee! It’s doubled so far
– last year was one per cent, this year it’s two per
cent,” Mr Mooney said. “I’m not pooh-poohing
that – as you know, we’ve just come out with the
Astra diesel and we’re going to see how that goes
– but let’s see how oil goes … Meanwhile, we’ve
got engineers doing some work – and if it were to
continue to grow we’d seriously look at it.”

“ALL these models have historic significance
with some of our fleet customers, and some other
buyers,” Mr Mooney said. “And we actually
brought some of the customers in and talked with
them about what we wanted to do – and that’s
where we ended up. I don’t claim to have all the
historic rationale.
“I think our line-up was over-complicated in
today’s market.”

WHY was no base model Omega shown at the
launch? Mooney: “On a launch like this … you
typically put your best foot forward, your top-ofthe-line cars. Our fleet customers have been in
looking at the base cars, too. We’ll show the base
car. I’m not embarrassed by the base car – but you
put your best foot forward.”

VE ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

Mazda3
MPS

New model diary: CLICK HERE

“IT’S something we’re going to look at –we’re
not announcing that today but it’s available to
put in the car,” Mr Mooney said. “Active fuel
management I think is what we officially are
calling it, you’ve got to look at your power-toweight ratio and the kind of driving that you’re
are going to do, to really look at how often you
are going to be in that four-cylinder mode, as an
example. It’s something to look at.”

“NOT right away,” was Denny Mooney’s
response to the resurfacing of all-wheel drive in
Commodore. “I’m not a huge believer of AWD
unless you are going off road with a vehicle – and
nobody is going to be going off-road in these
vehicles – and in this country here, it’s not like
in the US where if you’re living in the north-east
in the wintertime, you kinda like AWD or frontwheel drive. But here I don’t think it’s that big a
deal, quite honestly, on a car.”
Designer Mike Simcoe had this take on AWD:
“You’d hardly do a new architecture and not
have all-wheel drive. Does that mean it’s present
in this vehicle right now? No. But there’s an
opportunity.”

And not forgetting...

WM CAPRICE
From: $65,990: CLICK HERE

VE: Our first look: CLICK HERE
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